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The term martyr is a common term in religion. In the past, Christians were hunted and exposed to torture and, consequently, death by the Romans for holding on to Christianity. The faithful survivors then started referring to those that had been killed as martyrs. The term continued to gain traction as more persecutions persisted, including the Roman Catholic church persecuting non-believers. A martyr is a person that willingly experiences pain and suffering and, consequently, death for the sake of their beliefs and religion. They are persecuted for conforming to society's view but remain steadfast in their faith. By being recognized by an institution or being accorded special recognition, they are given the name martyr. It does not necessarily have to be in terms of religion. Still, it can be someone that sacrifices their life or anything of greater value to uphold their principles and remain untainted. 
The word martyr originates in Greece and means "witness." Society imposes or rather imposed tests on someone of steadfast faith to prove their beliefs. Most of these tests were dehumanizing and painful. The climax of the tests was death. Some were hanged, others stoned, and others cut off their heads. Often, crowds gathered to witness these tests. Those who died for their beliefs were later acknowledged as martyrs. 
In the play, The Death of a Salesman, Willy is a man in his early sixties. He recently lost his job and is in anguish, especially mentally. He is a failure, having not become as successful in life as he had visualized. Both his sons are not as successful as the son of his best friend, Charly. In the end, Willy commits suicide (Miller 196). One would argue that Willy kills himself out of depression, but it is due to the insurance payment. In my opinion, he is not a martyr or any tragic hero. All the circumstances depict his own path to destruction, and yet he had the time to change.
Firstly, Willy is not a martyr because he is not contented with his life. Martyrs are famous for living their lives by the lowest means possible. Most martyrs denounced their wealth and lived happily in abject poverty. The keyword is, they were at peace with the little they had and did not condemn themselves on what material possession they did not have. As for Willy, this is not the case. He constantly argues with his son Biff over the choices of work Biff makes. Biff wants to move to the West to engage in physical work that he is good at, but Willy does not accept. Willy also pressures his sons to be successful to appease his ego, for he himself failed. Despite Willy not securing a job, he continuously requests money loans from his friend Charly (Miller 188). If he were to be regarded as a martyr, he ought to show contentment with his life and choices.
Secondly, the martyrs are very humble. Willy, on the other hand, has a fat ego. He would rather request loans from his friend Charly but not accept Charly's job offer (Miller 176). All the times he is offered the job, he refuses it. To make matters worse, he offers no valid reason as to why he can't take the job offer. He is so bent on his ego that he commits suicide despite having a wife that stands by him regardless of the challenges he faces in life. His ego also limits him from starting his life afresh. He has many opportunities, including when he is fired from his salesman job to start over, but he chooses not to. He is also unwilling to seek help from anyone near him. He also entertains a mistress, The Woman, who is only there to pamper his ego. He, therefore, cannot be termed as a martyr.
Thirdly, martyr's are faithful. Martyrs are known to sacrifice their lives for their families. Willy has an affair with some mistress, The Woman (Miller 144). This contrasts the image of a martyr whose loyalty is to their family. He is unfaithful to his wife, Linda, who, despite everything, holds the family together. Linda is faithful to Willy to the extent that she stands alone by his grave crying after he commits suicide. She is also in pain, for she cannot understand why her husband commits suicide. Besides that, she holds her family together when her husband fights them for their failures. So, it comes as a surprise that at the height of Willy's success, he has the guts to cheat on his wife. He is therefore not fit to be regarded as a martyr.
Fourthly, martyrs are not jealous people. They appreciate the success of those around them. They embrace and celebrate the success of their friends. Willy, however, is very jealous of his best friend's success. He does not come to terms as to why Charley is more successful than him. Charley owns a successful business that is doing so well to the point that he can afford to loan money to Willy and offer him a job opportunity. On top of that, Charley's son, Bernard, is a successful lawyer (Miller 100). Willy feels jealous, for he considers his sons to have failed in life. He also desires to be as wealthy as his dead brother, Ben. By portraying jealousy, his death cannot be termed as martyrdom.
Martyrs are portrayed as being brave. They embraced their suffering and channeled that pain to achieve their success. They did not run away from responsibilities. Instead of fighting their persecutors, they were busy spreading the gospel. Willy, however, is a coward always on the run. Every holiday, he is in constant argument with his elder son Biff (Miller 55), who he claims is not doing enough in his life. He tends to vent his anger on his failures as a man on both his sons. When he fails on his business trip, he lies to his wife instead of being honest with her. He is also constantly blaming his former boss, Howard Wagner, for his failures even though he was fired for being unproductive. When he cannot turn around his life circumstance and can no longer run, he commits suicide. He can therefore not be termed as a martyr.
Martyrs are portrayed as people of honesty and integrity. They are described as having gone extra lengths to remain honest in their endeavors and to uphold integrity. They rejected favors or sexual advances to avert their imminent demise. As for Willy, he has none of these. When Biff is in high school, his father encourages him to play ball at the expense of his studies to become popular and liked by many people. Biff also walks on his dad with his mistress (Miller 19). Willy fails to be honest when he values his son Happy, whose success story is built in fraudulent means. He does not condemn his son but encourages him more. Therefore, he also fails to instill integrity in his son and cannot be, therefore, termed as a martyr.
Martyrdom is based on the selfness of a person. Martyrs are people that sacrificed their all to protect what they believed in and to hold society accountable at large. For instance, most martyrs practiced celibacy since their lives involved a lot of pain, and they did not want to subject their families to such misery. However, Willy is self-centered as well as selfish. He sacrifices his son's academics for the fame that comes with sports. He also values his dishonest young son's work due to the glamour that comes with his work (Miller 20). Willy does not see the point in being a better person when the whole of society likes you. Willy is also portrayed as selfish when he takes his life and lives those close to him, such as his wife Linda languishing in pain. He does not, therefore, qualify to be termed as a martyr. 
From the above texts, a martyr has many traits: selflessness, brave, honest, Integrity, faithful, humbleness, contentment with their lives, as well as people that do not feel bad when others succeed in their endeavors. These attributes fail to be portrayed by Willy at any given chance of his life. Therefore, we cannot term his death as a martyrdom. Depression caused him to commit suicide. No martyr has ever taken their own life, and as such, Willy is not a martyr.
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